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URBAN MARKET QUALITIES FOR CULTURAL AND 
ECONOMIC REGENERATION

The regeneration of local markets is essential in 
conserving the city’s heritage values, where they play a 
significant role as a ‘place for commercial and cultural 
interchange’ (UNESCO, 2013). Public markets thrive 
because they serve the local community. Their localness 
and ‘charm’ consequently entice visitors to come and 
gaze on the locals’ way of life, through the experiences, 
interactions and consumption of activities and products. 
While the demands of urbanisation and tourism are 
inevitable, how do we ensure the rich culture of the 
market is not lost as it progresses? 

This research examines the relationships between the 
market as a “space” for trading local goods, and a “place” 
for the vendors, locals and visitors. The research work 
is framed by four aspects: the local culture and the 
economy, the sense of place, the market as a community 
hub, and the market as a tourist attraction. One of the 
case studies is Pasar Payang located in Terengganu, 
Malaysia. Pasar Payang will soon be going under a 
redevelopment process. While it is acknowledged that 
the market will physically change, it is essential to 
identify the tangible and intangible qualities that can help 
the market and its users to continue to flourish in the 
future.


